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ST MARY’S BARTON: PARISH CONTACTS 

CLERGY      (code 01652) 
The Revd. David Rowett The Vicarage, Beck Hill   632202 
The Revd. Alan Wright 1 Birchdale   632364 
The Revd. Liz Brown 21 Ferriby Road   634855 
The Revds. Ivan Howitt, Gordon Plumb and Sue & Mike Page-Chestney  
may also be contacted via the Vicarage.  
Peter Large (Diocesan Reader)   58 Horkstow Road   634572 
Sue Brennan (Diocesan Reader)  23 Finkle Lane   637580 

CHURCHWARDENS AND CHURCH OFFICERS 
Val Dukes 4a Caistor Road   632137 
Geoffrey Brown 21 Ferriby Road  634855 
PCC Treasurer: Alan Mabbott 63 Westfield Road  633745 
Electoral Roll: Sue Wright 1 Birchdale   632364 
Organist & Choirmaster: Geoffrey Brown   634855 
Magazine Advertising: Mike Searle  62 Ferriby Road  634556 
Memorial Book: Amy DuBois 95 Newport  660776 
Tower Secretary: Rose Lennon   E:rosebob@mypostoffice.co.uk 
    661196 
Press Officer: Revd. Gordon Plumb  E: gplumb2000@aol.com  
    636445 

PRAYER AND PASTORAL SUPPORT 
Home Communions: 
Mike and Margaret Searle 62 Ferriby Road   634556 

Requests for Prayer or Pastoral Visits: 
Please contact one of the clergy, ministry team or Churchwardens. 

Spiritual Direction, Sacramental Reconciliation, Anointing: 
Please contact one of the clergy if you would like to explore any of these. 

PARISH ADMINISTRATION 
Baptism and Marriage:  E: bartonclerk@aol.com 
Parish Clerk, The Vicarage - Wednesdays 5 - 6   632202 

Church Hall:  
Bookings: Michelle McManus  E: bartonchurchhall@gmail.com 
    07887 556390 
Caretaker: Ian Wilson    07825 703593 

Parish Administrator:  E: bartonstmary@gmail.com 

Magazine Editor Carol Thornton   27 Butts Rd  E: parishnews@btinternet.com 

WEBSITE: www.stmarysbarton.org.uk : St Mary's Barton 

         : @StMarysBarton 
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Bonne Année!   ¡Feliz Año Nuevo!   Gleðilegt nýtt ár! 

Gelukkig Nieuwjaar!   Manigong Bagong Taon! 

Heri ya mwaka mpya!   Buon anno!    新年快乐 

明けましておめでとうございます 

새해 복 많이 받으세요    K ior tame  p iv d luar i t lo  

 

A Happy New Year!  

 

I t ’s  at  th is  t ime of  year  we of ten take stock of  our l ives,  and 

resolve to make amendments and improvements.  I t  may be a 

new heal th reg ime, a d if ferent  sort  of  d iet ,  a determinat ion to 

keep in touch wi th far - f lung f r iends more regular ly,  a wiser 

way wi th money and so on. Oh how quick ly we of ten forget 

what  we ’ve resolved to do!  W e star t  wi th the best  of  in tent ions 

but ,  being weak -wi l led human beings,  we stray.  

 

Unfor tunate ly,  the nat ional  and wor ld  scenes do l i t t le  to 

encourage us.  As I  wr i te  th is ,  the gove rnment  is  in  turmoi l  

over  the matter  of  Brexi t  –I ’m sure the average “person in the 

st reet ”  doesn’ t  fu l ly understand  what ’s  going on –  and th is  has 

an unsett l ing ef fect  on a l l  our l ives.  In the wor ld,  dai ly we hear 

of  unrest  in  var ious p laces,  some old con f l ic ts f lar ing  up 

again,  others in new s i tuat ions.  

 

So,  how about  some resolut ions for  us a l l  –  th is l is t  is  not  

exhaust ive,  and I ’m cer ta in each one of  you can add others:  

 

Be more k ind to others.  

Be more generous wi th t ime,  ta lents and money.  

Be more prayerfu l  about  wor ld s i tuat ions.  

Be more communicat ive.  

Be less quick  to cr i t ic ize.  
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On the 3 r d  Sunday of  Advent ,  we heard in Luke’s  Gospel  the 

account  of  John the Bapt is t  implor ing  h is  l is teners to be more 

“user - f r iendly” .  John,  in  Luke’s words,  says,  

 

‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever 

has food must do likewise.’ To the tax-collectors, he said, ‘Collect no more 

than the amount prescribed for you.’ To the soldiers, he said, ‘Do not extort 

money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your 

wages.’ 

 

If it’s good enough for John, then it should be good enough for us as well. 

 

Alan. 

 

 

And still more statistics..... 

Another intriguing piece of research caught my eye the day the December 

magazine went to print. A survey in late October on the likely impact of Brexit on 

the ability of local authorities and the like to meet community needs came up 

with two pieces of information. The Theos survey of 2,031 GB adults on Brexit and 

religion found 

1. British adults are divided in terms of whether they think the British 

economy will improve after we leave the EU with over a third (35%) agreeing that 

it will improve and slightly more disagreeing (39%) and 

2. Over two in five would like to see churches and religious organisations 

help provide some of the services that local authorities can no longer afford (43% 

vs. 17% who disagree). 

Now, I'm no mathematician, but were we to extrapolate that figure to cover the 

(roughly) 10,000 adult population of Barton, that suggests that there are 4,000 

folk out there expecting us to Do Something, of whom (maybe) six or seven 
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hundred have some meaningful connection with the Churches. That leaves 3,000+ 

who don't have much to do with any of us, but are still assuming we'll deliver. 

Those of us who are involved in Church and Community life are all very aware of 

the social challenges already facing us and the Churches' part in responding to 

them – the Food Bank, the Homelessness Project and so on – and there are many 

hard-working and committed people with no religious flag to fly also doing their 

best to support those in need. It still doesn't add up to 4,000 though. 

So what of the others? It's hard to believe that there are that many folk around 

who are brass-faced enough to say, 'We want you to do something, but don't 

expect help or support from us.' If, as the research suggests, there are hundreds 

and hundreds of Bartonians who believe we've a significant part to play in looking 

after the vulnerable, how do we bring them on board – not from the crude  'bums 

on pews' point of view, but in working with us to be, in Jesus' words, 'good news 

to the poor'? 

Fr David 

 

An extra Christmas present 
We’re delighted now to be able to let you all know that Robert Jaggs-Fowler will 

be joining us this summer as our curate-in-training. As many of you know already, 

Robert has been training for the priesthood for the best part of three years (plus a 

preparatory year), and has undertaken placements all over, even North Of The 

Humber, alongside his ‘classroom time’, in order to get a taste of ministry in 

different settings. 

As is usual, Robert will spend his first year in deacon’s orders, among other things 

learning how things work at the ‘sharp end’ of St Mary’s and gaining experience in 

pastoral work, baptism and funerals (weddings have to wait until he’s been 

priested, so if you want him to tie the knot for you you’ll have to hang on until the 

summer of 2020). 
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I remember well both the excitement and the sheer knee-knocking apprehension 

of the last few months before ordination, so please keep both Robert and Linda 

firmly on your personal prayer list throughout these coming weeks and months: 

it’s a great privilege and responsibility for a parish to be entrusted with a curate-

in-training, but I know that like Alan, Kathy, Liz and many curates (and spouses) 

before them, they can rely on your support, your encouragement, and above all, 

on your prayers. 

As yet the dates of the Petertide ordinations haven’t been announced, but they’re 

usually the last weekend of June or the first weekend of July: watch for further 

details – which I’m sure the interim Diocesan Director of Ordinands (also known 

as Liz Brown) will give us as soon as she’s able.  

Fr David 

 

Ladies Group 

The meeting started with Penny thanking members for their contributions to the 

Food Bank and telling us of the rise in numbers helped in October, some 134 

adults and 90 children, so food is always needed. 

Our speaker was Nancy Birtwhistle who was making her third visit to Ladies' 

Group since she won the Great British Bake-off. She described the hectic activity 

in the early days and very soon realised she needed an agent to organise her 

activities, and it was decided to take time to showcase her skills, particularly on 

social media. She took on a 365 Challenge, posting something every day for a year 

from February 2017. Since then Nancy has provided a recipe, tip, how-to--- or just 

news every day, no matter where she is or what she is doing. Some of these posts 

are about handicrafts as she feels many of these skills are being lost or forgotten.  

A wider audience has opened up as Bake-off now appears on Netflix and has 

become something of a cult on some programmes in the US, with several 

celebrities part of her following. With all this publicity there are now several 

publishers interested in Nancy writing a book of recipes and crafts which she is 
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planning, and has led to her making wedding cakes this year with various mishaps 

owing to the hot weather! Kirstie Allsopp asked her to do some Christmas cooking 

at Hampton Court in September when the temperature was nearly 30 degrees.  

She continues to gain great pleasure from the audience reaction and interest, and 

kindly donated her fee to the Church roof fund. 

[Pics in centre pages] 

 

 

News of the Rev’d Norman Compton-Dando 

Norman who, with his late wife Audrey, was a Member of 

St. Mary’s congregation, recalls with affection their time in 

Barton, he was a Member of St. Mary’s congregation, he 

sends his love and best wishes to all his friends in this town. 

Although now bed-fast, and dependant on the help of 

carers who call four times a day, he manages to remain in 

his own home. 

As a United Reformed Church Minister, Norman took part in 

the 1991 final service in the ‘listed’, but now derelict, U.R. 

Church in Chapel Lane.  He is delighted that its listing has been up-graded to II* - 

largely because of its surviving original 1806 Georgian interior – and that the new 

owner is keen to restore the building to its former glory! 

We send our love and best wishes to Norman! 

J.F. 

 

Rev'd Norman 
Compton-Dando 
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Impractical 

Chains are only as strong as their weakest link. 

The coming of the New Year reminds me of when this Century dawned. Those in 

Lincoln wasted unknown hundreds of thousands of pounds on setting up a 

Cascade Chain; their idea was that Lincoln should direct its visitors to places such 

as Epworth, who should direct their visitors to places such as Scunthorpe, and also 

to Barton-upon-Humber, who should direct their visitors to the surrounding 

village churches. 

Having been appointed by our P.C.C. as Tourism Officer, I went to Lincoln to fetch 

the Cascade Board and a box of leaflets. The Cascade Board I put up just inside 

our main door, and the box, I think, had 2,000 well-produced leaflets in it. Those 

leaflets directed their reader to 12, yes, 12 other churches. Eleven churches 

claimed to have a key-holder. Yes, but key-holders need to live near to their 

church, and be at home for most of the time. One of those 12 churches was far 

south of Barton, being Saint Margaret’s in Somerby! Also there was All Saints in 

Bigby. St Barnabas Church in Barnetby-le-Wold (I believe that it has since closed) 

was described as “modern, light and peaceful”. As for Bonby and Worlaby, surely 

they should have been on the leaflet of St. John the Evangelist, Brigg? But Brigg 

had (wisely?) never joined the Cascade Chain. 

How come we had on our leaflets St Nicholas, Ulceby? Probably because Holy 

Trinity Church, Barrow had not joined the Chain. How good that our links with 

Barrow are now much stronger than any Chain. 

NOW I am reminded of Exodus, Chapter 1, verse 8! 

When this Century was only two or three years old, North Lincolnshire decided to 

set up a very similar scheme, which they called “Heritage and Church Trails”. The 

quite substantial and various booklets at the back of churches such as ours 

indicate that serious money was spent on this second scheme, which either 

repeats or overlaps the Cascade Chain. Did not North Lincolnshire know about the 

first scheme, or was North Lincolnshire trying to do better than the first scheme? 
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Like us here in Barton, Saint Clement’s Church in Worlaby is in BOTH schemes. For 

details about Worlaby, go and look at our Cascade Board and the relevant (blue) 

booklet. 

D. Brian Robinson 

 

Church Flowers 
Donations for Church flowers at Christmas have been received in loving memory 

of:- 

Mervyn Gardiner 

Derrick Gibson 

William Patrick 

Rita Patrick 

George Stockdale 

Ethel Stockdale 

Amy Norah Cook 

Ernest Cook 

Benjamin Watling 

Ted Skinner 

Neil Huteson 

Pauline Huteson 

Trevor Stow 

Brian Creasey 

Hugh McMahon 

Edna and John Bellamy 

Reg and Lena Sorfleet 

Basil Sorfleet 

Stephen Atkin 

Madge Ayto Atkin 

Fred Ayto Small 

John Lawrence 

Brian Petch 

John Wright 

Roy McWilliam 

 

I have received other generous donations too for the flowers, for which I am 

extremely grateful. 

Thank you all so much. 

Shirley 
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Mary Robinson 

I suspect that there are not many people who 

have joined a church choir and found that their 

first service was to be broadcast on television, 

but this was the experience of Mary Robinson 

when she joined the choir at St Mary's. That was 

fifty years ago and Mary has been singing in the 

choir ever since, although sadly the television 

cameras have never returned.  The service, 

attended by the Archdeacon of Stow, the Bishop 

of Grimsby and the Archbishop of York, in 

addition to Mary, celebrated the passing of 

thirteen hundred years since St. Chad brought 

Christianity to North Lincolnshire.  

St. Mary's did have a choir back in 1969 but not one that could sing in parts, and 

Mary, already a well-known local singer, 

was recruited to sing the alto part, 

something she has been doing ever since. It 

is a remarkable record of service. 

Congratulations Mary, and we hope you're 

not thinking of retiring any time soon. 

Geoff Brown 

Faith’s Blue Ribbon 
In more choir news, St Mary’s is happy to 

announce that Faith has now reached the 

dizzy heights of winning her blue ribbon. 

This young lady is learning skills that most 

young people don’t have, and we are all 

very proud of her! 
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Nancy Birtwhistle demonstrating how to make 

mincemeat at St. Mary's Ladies Group meeting. 

 

The tree decorated 

by members of St. 

MARY'S LADIES 

GROUP for the 

Christmas Tree 

Festival at the 

Trinity Methodist 

Church. Any 

donations received 

will be going to the 

Young Carer's.  

 

 

The Ladies Group making Christingles. 
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After all their hard work, the Shoebox Group enjoyed a Christmas Party. 
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The Advent 

Service – the 

start of the 

Christmas 

season: 

preparing for 

Christ 
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Ian and daughter at the Advent procession 

Choir waiting for the start of the Advent procession 
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The church was packed for the Christingle service.  

Alan gives the blessing (above); the Christingles await (below) 

 



15 
 
 

 

A big thank you to all who donated gifts for our Barton Christmas Boxes appeal. 

We are delighted to have been able to support many local families as a result of 

your generosity! 
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Remembering the past year – 3 photos from DBR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st September 2018 – a mother with her two 

oldest children 

 

A Prince’s 70th birthday, 14th November 2018 

 

The third photo needs no date. 
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Diary Dates 
 

Wed 2nd January 
2019 

9.30 am  Said Eucharist (MU 
Corporate) 

 7.30 pm  Ladies’ Group meeting 

Fri 4th     6.00 pm  Prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Sat 5th  11.00 am  Lectio Divina 

 

Sunday 6th January - Epiphany 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 2.30 pm  Service at The Willows 

 6.00 pm  Sung Evensong 

 

Mon 7th    No Toddler Time 

Tues 8th    Shoebox group (Hall) 

Wed 9th     9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 10.15 am  Diary meeting (Vicarage) 

 2.00 pm  Service at Beech House 

Thurs 10th  2.00pm  Service at Eagle House 

Sat 12th    11.00 am  Lectio Divina 

 

Sunday 13th  January - Baptism of Christ 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist  

 4.00 pm  Baptisms 

 6.00 pm  Said Evening Prayer 

 

Mon 14th  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

 2.00 pm  Standing Committee 
(Vicarage) 

Home Communions this week 

Tues 15th  7.00 pm  Said Eucharist 

Wed 16th      9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 2.00 pm  Mothers’ Union 

 2.00 pm  Service at Westbridge House 

 7.30 pm  Ladies’ Group 

Sat 19th 11.00 am  Lectio Divina 
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Sunday 20th  January - Epiphany 3 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist  

 6.00 pm  Sung Evensong 

Parish News deadline 

 

Mon 21st 9.30 am  Toddler Time 

 9.30 am  Deanery Chapter (Barrow) 

Wed 23rd   9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

Sat 26th  11.00 am  Lectio Divina 

 4.00 pm  Bellringers’ service 

 

Sunday 27th  January - Epiphany 4 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 11.30 am  Baptisms 

 6.00 pm  Said Eucharist with hymns 

 

Mon 28th  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

 7.00 pm  Eucharist and PCC meeting 

Wed 30th  9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

Fri 1st February 2.30 pm  Wedding 

 6.00 pm  Prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament 

 

EPIPHANY WORDSEARCH 

Z O U C L E G N A X B T B 

W T I K P H Z I L E W H A 

R K J I C A J A L Q I R B 

F R A N K I N C E N S E E 

A A L G L J A S A O E E V 

M T Y R O M E N X I X G L 

E S W H T P Y G E L H I E 

D X C O F M K R P E K W A 

T G E I A M R Q R K A O V 

I O V E S A G O I H I T E 

N L R M E J D R M F O Y S 

P D Y U Q A E I R D B A I 

A F E H O S C H O L A R S 

Can you find 
these words in 
the grid? 
FRANKINCENSE, 
GOLD, MYRRH, 
EGYPT, MEN, 
THREE, WISE, 
HEROD, STAR, 
KING, SCHOLARS, 
DREAM, LEAVE, 
ANGEL, BABE 
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Ropewalk Workshops for 2019 

Old favourites and some new workshops mingle together in the first three months 

of 2019. 

One of the new workshops, at the end of January,  sees Lesley Leonard taking her 

students through all the steps needed to breathe life into an old stool in an 

upholstery workshop that will see an old piece of furniture brought back to life. 

Another new tutor is Jenny Weston who will guide those taking part through the 

process of designing and making a bespoke bracelet and pair of earrings, using 

wire and a selection of genuine gemstones and pearls. 

We also welcome back some of our tutors including Alison Walling who will be 

leading two workshops, willow birds and willow pigs or sheep, jeweller Alistair 

Scargall who will be making silver bangles, and Joelle Harris who will be leading a 

workshop on making an eco-print cushion cover. 

Susan Evans will be leading her popular workshop, making bird automata while 

printmakers are catered for with woodcut printing with Jo McChesney and an 

introduction to collograph with Angela Lindsley.  

For more details go to https://www.the-ropewalk.co.uk/workshops/ 

Wilderspin National School Museum 

Have you ever wanted to investigate your family history but not been sure how to 

do it – especially with so many records now available online? 

Research Your Family History is a ten week course on Tuesdays from 15 January 

2019 to 26 March which includes two visits to a Local Studies Library and an 

Archive Office to delve into the sort of sources you could use to trace your family 

tree and add the historical context of how your ascendants lived, worked and 

played!  The tutor, Sandra Day, will provide weekly help with your investigations 

and access to supporting literature and online sources.  It costs £60 for the ten 

weeks course – and there is a half term break.   Tel. (01652) 635172 to book. 
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Have you made your New Year Resolution? 

The Queen Street School Preservation Trust wants to build on the success of its 

Queen's Award for Voluntary Service, in 2018. Ten years ago the Trust launched 

the Wilderspin School Museum, and more recently it took on the former Primitive 

Methodist Chapel next door to enable it to meet the growing demand for space 

for its popular education and museum activities, and to create a community arts 

space using the remnants of the first floor chapel. The Trust is seeking funding to 

help realise these ambitious plans but it also needs more people to cope with this 

expanding workload. There is a huge range of volunteering opportunities to suit 

the time people have to give - some help daily, others monthly. Some volunteers 

prefer outside or practical tasks - gardening or helping with maintenance. Others 

prefer front of house tasks with visitors, while yet others prefer behind the scenes 

work, helping with our collections. 

Our popular school visits programme requires more people to help with that too. 

This is a paid role (albeit small!) and we need people interested in delivering our 

learning sessions to schools. Some of our team have a teaching background, but 

not all - what's needed is the confidence and enthusiasm to present our sessions 

to schools, and to help us tweak and develop our sessions. Please get in touch if 

you're interested and we can arrange a gentle introduction to enable you to see 

what is involved. (Please call in or get in touch on 01652 635172). 

 

January Smiles 
“Doctor, doctor, I keep thinking I’m shrinking!” 

“Well, take these tablets, but you’ll have to be a little patient.” 

Where can you learn how to make icecream treats? 

Sundae School! 

And my dog’s favourite joke: What’s brown and sticky? 

A stick! 
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Happy Birthday BCS! 

2019 is a milestone year for Barton Civic Society.  It was 

formed fifty years ago, in 1969, and this achievement will be 

marked throughout the year with a special programme of 

talks reflecting the work of the Society and its contributions 

to the life of the town over five decades. 

The first event on 18 January focuses on the wealth of research and publications 

about Barton.  The town has had more publications published about it than most 

towns of a similar size.  Recommended Reading is a panel discussion involving 

local researchers and authors who will discuss their favourite historical period and 

reveal their favourite Barton reads.  The panellists include: Dr. John Ball, Richard 

Clarke, landscape historian and current Chair of the Society and Geoff Bryant, 

local historian and former Chair.  It will take place at the Joseph Wright Hall 

(ground floor) and starts at 7.30pm. 

Later in the year we’ll be looking at what Barton was like in 1969, and the 

President of the Society, John French, will reflect on the successes and 

disappointments of a lifetime’s work trying to protect and promote the best of 

Barton.  Links with the wider region will be explored in talks about the opening of 

the Humber Bridge in 1981, and the challenges of maintaining our historic rail link.  

There will be talks about the town’s changing industries, and the impact of these 

changes on the landscape will be examined in a talk about Waters’ Edge – one of 

many environmental issues in which the Society has taken a keen interest.   

The Lincolnshire town of Grantham will be the destination for our anniversary 

summer trip.  As guests of Grantham Civic Society we will follow their “blue 

plaque” trail to discover the town’s fascinating heritage – and all are welcome to 

join us. 

So, look out for our 2019 Programme – and better still, why not enjoy the benefits 

of becoming a member of the Society and help us embark on our next fifty years. 
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HOPE 
Jesus is the Risen Lord, 
Crucified by Roman horde, 
Bloody nails in hands and feet 
Body wrapped in burial sheet. 
 
Died to set all sinners free. 
(That means folks like you and me.) 
By His death forgiveness offered, 
Everlasting life is proffered. 
 
Jesus is alive today, 
Walks with us to show the way. 
All amid our stress and strife 
Guides us in our daily life. 
 
If we talk to Him quite often 
Harsher tones of life will soften; 
To us His boundless love will flow 
And happiness within us glow. 
 
Love thy neighbour as thyself, 
Build up stores of inner wealth; 
Then in times of desperate need 
Through all perils He will lead. 
 
Faith invested in His word 
Means our prayers will be heard. 
If we lack this simple trust 
All our schemes are worthless dust. 
 
Praise our Lord’s great sacrifice 
To free us from our sins and vice. 
Holy Spirit, flow through me: 
Keep me ever close to Thee. 

Dennis Cowe 

Picture from pixabay.com 
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From the Registers 
Baptisms:- 

Dec 9th Lucy Louise BURNETT daughter of Emily Julie Karen CROSBY & David 

Thomas Andrew BURNETT 

 Felicity Claire WEATHERHEAD daughter of Jessica WEATHERHEAD 

 

Marriages:-  None in December 

 

Funerals:- 

Nov 29th  Emily (Emmy) BEACOCK 

Dec 13th Jon Nicholas GUY 

Dec 21st Robert Victor BLACKBURN 

Dec 31st Ann Maureen HURTON 
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January Smiles 

Q: How do pigs send top secret messages?  

A: With invisible oink! 

I am considering a new career in mirror cleaning. It is something I can see myself 

doing… 

A weasel walks into a bar. The Bartender says, "Wow, I've never served a weasel 

before. What can I get you?" 

"Pop," goes the weasel. 

Q. What do you call a snake on a building site? 

A. A boa constructor. 

[Jokes courtesy of Wicked Uncle website www.wickeduncle.co.uk] 


