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ST MARY’S BARTON: PARISH CONTACTS 

CLERGY      (code 01652) 
The Revd. David Rowett The Vicarage, Beck Hill   632202 
The Revd. Alan Wright 1 Birchdale   632364 
The Revd. Liz Brown 21 Ferriby Road   634855 
The Revds. Ivan Howitt, Gordon Plumb and Sue & Mike Page-Chestney  
may also be contacted via the Vicarage.  
Peter Large (Diocesan Reader)   58 Horkstow Road   634572 
Sue Brennan (Diocesan Reader)  23 Finkle Lane   637580 

CHURCHWARDENS AND CHURCH OFFICERS 
Val Dukes 4a Caistor Road   632137 
Geoffrey Brown 21 Ferriby Road  634855 
PCC Treasurer: Alan Mabbott 63 Westfield Road  633745 
Electoral Roll: Sue Wright 1 Birchdale   632364 
Organist & Choirmaster: Geoffrey Brown   634855 
Magazine Advertising: Mike Searle  62 Ferriby Road  634556 
Memorial Book: Amy DuBois 95 Newport  660776 
Tower Secretary: Rose Lennon   E:rosebob@mypostoffice.co.uk 
    661196 
Press Officer: Revd. Gordon Plumb  E: gplumb2000@aol.com  
    636445 

PRAYER AND PASTORAL SUPPORT 
Home Communions: 
Mike and Margaret Searle 62 Ferriby Road   634556 

Requests for Prayer or Pastoral Visits: 
Please contact one of the clergy, ministry team or Churchwardens. 

Spiritual Direction, Sacramental Reconciliation, Anointing: 
Please contact one of the clergy if you would like to explore any of these. 

PARISH ADMINISTRATION 
Baptism and Marriage:  E: bartonclerk@aol.com 
Parish Clerk, The Vicarage - Wednesdays 5 - 6   632202 

Church Hall:  
Bookings: Michelle McManus  E: bartonchurchhall@gmail.com 
    07887 556390 
Caretaker: Ian Wilson    07825 703593 

Parish Administrator:  E: bartonstmary@gmail.com 

Magazine Editor Carol Thornton   27 Butts Rd  E: parishnews@btinternet.com 

WEBSITE: www.stmarysbarton.org.uk : St Mary's Barton 

         : @StMarysBarton 
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Nasty, brutish and short-changed. 

Just as everybody knows that Richard III was a hump-backed scheming 

blackguard, so it's universally understood that until the Normans arrived in 1066 

England was backward and isolated and its dim inhabitants spent most of their 

time slitting one another's throats and drinking too much.  

Given that Shakespeare was a staunch apologist for the Tudors, and that most of 

the accounts of 11th Century England came from the invaders – well, in the 

immortal words of Mandy Rice-Davies, 'They would say that wouldn't they?' 

History, as they say, is written by the winning side. 

I spent a wonderful Saturday at the British Library's Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms 

exhibition (rapturous reviews, open until February 19), but it was clear that for 

many visitors seeing the riches of English culture before 1066 came as a shock. 

Intricate metalwork and jewellery 'signed by the author'. Europe's first non-Greek-

or-Latin work, Beowulf.  The earliest complete Bible in Latin, written in Jarrow or 

Sunderland. Music from 1020's Winchester, 200 years ahead of its time. And – 

unexpected treasure – the Vercelli Codex, open at the Dream of the Rood, a 

poem, whose moving understanding of the Cross remains an inspiration. 

Enough Anglo-Saxon rhapsodising.  The point is that, contrary to the received 

wisdom, England a thousand years ago was a vibrant society, at the heart  of 

European culture and learning, dealing in the latest  scientific, medical and 

philosophical knowledge and (in the person of Alwhin, monk and student at St 

Peter's School in York) even providing an adviser to Emperor Charlemagne. 

Despite all this, for generations we've tended to swallow the idea that without 

William I we'd all still be living in mud huts. 

There is something about us which is prone to stereotyping, of dividing into 'us' (= 

sophisticated, fair, intelligent, useful) and 'them' (= untrustworthy, inferior, a 

waste of space). We can be beguiled into going along with views which bear little 

relationship to the truth, but which are convenient: they make us feel better 

about ourselves, or even justify some pretty horrendous acts on our part because 

we, of course, are always the good guys. Brexiteers are xenophobes. Mexicans are 

drug-dealing criminals.  Politicians are corrupt and self-serving. Nor is the Church 

of England (or any other church) immune. Catholics are into empty ritual. 
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Evangelicals are fundamentalists. Liberals don't believe anything. And whenever 

this happens we (consciously or unconsciously) put ourselves on the other side of 

the line, as upright, principled and decent, as faithful, orthodox and right. 

2019 has started with all sorts of 'give it up' campaigns – chocolate's next for the 

chop, and by Lent there won't be anything left to abstain from! Except, maybe, 

refusing to see the other for what they are – unique, themselves, a child of God. 

Let's try giving up stereotyping for a bit. In our increasingly polarised, yah-boo and 

tribal world, it may be something more important than any dry January. 

Fr David 

 

A Note From An Altar Boy 

My forthcoming curacy at St Mary’s having been declared on Christmas Eve by Fr 

David as ‘an extra Christmas present’, I have to say that I am only too grateful that 

he spared you all the sight of me jumping out of a box adorned in ribbons and 

wrapping paper, shouting “SURPRISE!” 

That said, it was indeed a very pleasant surprise for me that the Bishop graciously 

decided to allow me to stay at St Mary’s after my ordination in June. Having lived 

in Barton for almost twenty-nine years, I sense that I might almost be accepted as 

a ‘local’ now, rather than a ‘blow-in’ from ‘The South’! It is therefore a great 

pleasure to know that I shall be able to continue worshipping amidst so many 

well-known friends, and to carry on serving such a wonderful community, albeit in 

a refreshingly different way. 

I am very mindful that I still have much to learn in respect to my new vocation. 

However, I am confident that you will in turn support, encourage, guide (and no 

doubt occasionally admonish!) me as I walk this wonderful path of faith alongside 

you. I sincerely thank you for that and for your prayers.  

It is a journey that I very much look forward to sharing with you. 

Robert 
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February Diary Dates 

Fri 1st Feb 2.00 pm  Wedding 

 6.00 pm  Prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Sat 2nd  11.00 am  Memorial service (Michael 
Golland) 

   Lectio divina 

 

Sun 3rd February: Presentation of Christ in the Temple/Candlemas  

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 2.30 pm  Service at The Willows 

 6.00 pm  Choral Evensong 

 

Mon 4th  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Tues 5th  1.30 pm  Shoe Box group (Hall) 

Wed 6th     9.30 am  Said Eucharist (MU Corp.) 

 10.15 am  Diary meeting (Vicarage) 

 2.00 pm  Service at Beech House 

 7.30 pm  Ladies’ Group  

Thurs 7th  2.00 pm  Service at Eagle House 

Sat 9th  11.00 am  Lectio divina 

 

Sun 10th  February: 4 before Lent 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 4.00 pm  Baptisms 

 6.00 pm  Said Evening Prayer 

 

Mon 11th     9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Wed 13th      9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 2.00 pm  Service at Westbridge House 

Sat 16th  11.00 am  Lectio divina 
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Sun 17th  February:  3 before Lent 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist  

 6.00 pm  Sung Evensong 

 

Mon 18th    NO Toddler Time 

Home Communions this week 

Tues 19th  7.00 pm  Said Eucharist 

Wed 20th   9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

 2.00 pm   MU meeting 

 7.30 pm  Ladies’ Group 

Parish News Deadline 

Sat 23rd    11.00 am  Lectio divina 

 

Sun 24th February: 2 before Lent 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 11.30 am  Baptisms 

 6.00 pm  Said Eucharist with Hymns 

 

Mon 25th  9.30 am  Toddler Time 

Wed 27th  9.30 am  Said Eucharist  

Fri 1st 
March  

6.00 pm  Prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Sat 2nd  10.30 am Chad Said Eucharist 

 11.00 am  Lectio divina 

 

Sun 3rd March: Sunday next before Lent 

 8.00 am  Said Eucharist 

 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist 

 2.30 pm  Service at The Willows 

 6.00 pm  Choral Evensong  
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From the Registers 

Baptisms:- 

Jan 27th Arthur Montgomery Edward HECTOR son of Rebecca Margaret & 

Oliver Mark HECTOR 

Marriages:-  None in January 

Funerals:- 

Jan 7th James William (Jim) DRINKALL 

Jan 14th George William Michael GOLLAND 

Jan 22nd Brenda CURTIS 

Jan 24th Judith Anne WHARTON 

Jan 28th Edward CURTIS 

Church Flowers 

A donation for Christmas Church flowers was 

received in loving memory of:- 

John Stanley 

Don Broughton 

Judy and Allan Manchester 

Arthur and Ruth Winship 

 

Flowers were also presented in Church at Christmas 

in memory of Mona Gray 

 

 

Even with the most deeply-held differences, treating the other person with 

respect and as a fellow human being is always a good first step towards greater 

understanding.  – The Queen’s Christmas message 2018 
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The Mission to Seafarers – a BIG ‘Thank you’ 

To everyone who sent in 
and gave the many gifts 
for the Seafarer 
Christmas presents over 
the last months of 2018! 
Enough gifts were given 
to make up around 200 
parcels/boxes which 
were distributed to a 
variety of ships visiting 
the south Humber ports 
during the Christmas 
period!  
 

A SPECIAL ‘Thank you’ to 

Michelle, Alwyn, Ann 

and Valerie who came to 

the Immingham Seafarer 

Centre to take part in 

the present wrap! We 

had a fun time, 

surrounded by gifts, by 

seafarers visiting the 

centre as well as carols 

being played and sung as 

we wrapped! Jake kept 

us topped up with tea, 

coffee and mince pies 

too! 

Chocolates – the request continues for a supply of chocs to assist with the 

ongoing year round ship visiting – MY gratitude as well as that of the Seafarers 

continues unabated! 

Fr. Ivan Howitt 
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St Mary’s Ladies Group 

 

St. Mary’s Ladies Singing Group entertaining the other members at their Christmas party 

at the Ropewalk. 

 

Doug Stewart giving gardening advice to one of the members of St. MARY'S LADIES GROUP 

at our January meeting. 
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Ladies’ Group continued… 

In December our group had an outing to Harewood House to see its Christmas 

decorations. We started the day in Wetherby in dreadful weather but managed to 

spend some time exploring the market town. After lunch we proceeded to 

Harewood House where we enjoyed looking at the kitchens and "downstairs" area 

of the house. The main rooms were decorated in 1920's Christmas style and 

imagined as the thoughts of the children living there at the time. After time in the 

house we made our way home, stopping for a meal in Welton. 

Seventy members of St. MARY'S LADIES GROUP attended the first meeting of the 

year. A quiz had been organised for us by one of our members, Pam Read. A very 

enjoyable evening was had by all and the winning team included Chris Patterson, 

Denise Dennett, Roz Halstead, Linda Jaggs-Fowler and Carole Titman who each 

received a small prize.  

Many thanks to Pam for her excellent quiz. 

We had a very entertaining and informative evening when Doug Stewart came to 

speak to us about winter gardens. He works two days a week for the RHS on 

various projects and also gives gardening advice on Radio Humberside. 

He spoke about choosing plants and trees to create winter interest with colour, 

perfume and structure etc. These were illustrated with a slide show of excellent 

photos and along with his amusing anecdotes resulted in an enjoyable evening. 

 

One-liners 

When I was at college a friend said he’d finally worked out a formula for adding 

peppery-tasting green leaves to a salad. “Oh, come on,” I said. “It’s hardly rocket 

science!” 

Coming soon: a masterclass on how to play the guitar. Stay tuned! 

It's hard to explain puns to kleptomaniacs because they always take things 

literally. (This joke is courtesy of Wicked Uncle website www.wickeduncle.co.uk) 

  

http://www.wickeduncle.co.uk/
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The Church and Brexit 

This is the text of Bishop Christopher’s speech to the House of Lords, explaining the 

Church’s point of view. 

My Lords, I am honoured to speak after the Noble Baroness, Boothroyd. I wish to 

say something about my context and then consider what a bishop might usefully 

add to this debate. 

Lincolnshire is one of the parts of the United Kingdom which voted most 

emphatically in favour of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU with 66% voting to 

leave. 

I have thought hard about why that should be the case.  

There are the obvious reasons – the tip of the iceberg. Nationally these would be 

described in terms of sovereignty and immigration.  

We who live and work in rural Lincolnshire are prisoners of our geography (the 

countryside comprises a series of sparsely-populated settlements disconnected 

from each other where you learn to fend for yourself) but we are also heavily 

influenced by our history in which, over the centuries, external forces have sought 

to take control of our land and laws – sometimes against our best interests. 

People have come to: 

• demand money with menaces,  

• to conquer,  

• to trade,  

• to work  

• and, in more recent years, to seek refuge and a better life for their 

families. 

Sometimes we have fought back – occasionally we have grumbled, but most of 

the time, as a generous people, we have gone with the flow of all this and 

adapted. 

But then there is what lies below the surface:  an international rise in populism 

playing on fear, with its accompanying narrative of the purity of what it means (in 

our case), to be British. There is also a naïve view of democracy as plebiscite – ‘the 
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people have spoken’. You don’t need to be a polling expert to understand that 

people vote in elections and referenda for a variety of reasons: some noble, some 

flawed.  

We in Westminster are under intense scrutiny. The questions in the lanes of 

Lincolnshire (and I was in in a fen village near Holbeach last Sunday) appear to be 

why is it taking ‘them in London’ so long to sort this out and from some, why can’t 

we explore some kind of compromise to get it done?  

So what can a bishop from Lincolnshire add? 

I have heard almost all the speeches in this debate and I am grateful for their 

differing perspectives. I have heard quite a lot of rhetorical certainty when we 

really know that the situation is extraordinarily complicated. 

Over the years the church has learned and is learning, sometimes quite painfully, 

to manage diversity and it does so by recognising the compromised nature of our 

institution. I hope the most reverend primates will forgive me if I say that, this 

side of heaven, the church is not perfect. 

One former member of your Lordship’s House knew Lincolnshire well. Michael 

Ramsey, 100th archbishop of Canterbury began his ministry there. Ramsey was a 

brave and challenging thinker and spoke out clearly against injustice, including 

homophobia and apartheid; but in those early years in Lincolnshire he counselled 

the Church of England to understand itself much more carefully as a compromised 

body. He wrote: 

(The Church of England’s) credentials are its incompleteness, with tension and 

travail in its soul. It is clumsy and untidy; it baffles neatness and logic... for it is 

sent not to commend itself as “the best type of Christianity” but by its very 

brokenness to point to the universal Church wherein all have died.  

The Church of England has always had to manage diversity and still needs to do 

so. 

Whatever happens over the next few weeks and months – and no one really 

knows what it is going to happen -- I suggest, as a nation, we need to recognise 

that we are profoundly divided and need to manage diversity better – with 

respect and humility. 
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My Lords, the Regret Motion as worded does present problems for those 

Members of your Lordships House who might agree with the sentiments about a 

no deal Brexit, but are less inclined to dismiss the Government’s Withdrawal 

Agreement in the absence of any worked-through alternative, or indeed any 

alternative model of Brexit that might not also have the effects the Motion 

describes. For that reason, your Lordships should not be too surprised if they see 

members of this bench exercising their democratic rights in either lobby, or 

choosing to abstain, if and when the Motion is put to a Division. 

The people of the United Kingdom are a mixed bunch – we are in this together 

and we need to remember and practise the art of compromise in order to be the 

best nation we can be. 

 

Test Your Bible Knowledge 

Which animal did Noah let out of the ark first?    Genesis 8:7 

 

What plague of animals came out of the River Nile?    Exodus 8:6 

 

What insects did John eat in the wilderness?    Matthew 3:4 

 

Which animal can we learn from?    Proverbs 6:6 

 

Which bird did the Holy Spirit appear as?    Luke 3:22 

 

Which animal did Jesus ride on?    Matthew 21:7 
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Theatre offer at Ropery Hall 

Can you remember John Le Mesurier playing bumbling Sgt Wilson in Dad’s Army? 

What about all the Greek myths all wrapped up in one show? Does a mixture of 

darts and true stories of success appeal?  All this and more is wrapped up in 

Ropery Hall’s theatre offering in the coming months.  And The Ropewalk is 

running a special offer for the current season – buy tickets for three separate 

performances and get another performance free! 

Leading impressionist Julian Dutton brings to life John Le Mesurier in this 

affectionate tribute to a man who became a household name with Dad’s Army 

while from the same era James Hurn – a multitalented actor and impressionist – 

will be performing Hancock and Co, a new programme which includes one lost 

episode of Hancock’s Half Hour, and two episodes he has written himself in the 

same style as Ray Galton and Alan Simpson, with James voicing the entire cast. 

Alex Elliott is on the oche on a hilarious, occasionally heroic and heart-warming 

journey celebrating personal triumphs while Edinburgh Festival sell-out show John 

Peel's Shed sees John Osbourne telling the story of records he won from the late 

Radio 1 DJ John Peel.   

We also welcome back one of our favourite actors Rebecca Vaughan who returns 

with Orlando, a play based on the 1928 novel by Virginia Woolf while Out of 

Chaos return with Unmythable, an anarchic blend of comedy, cross-dressing, 

stories and songs. 

For all theatre events this season go to http://www.roperyhall.co.uk/theatre/ 

St Valentine’s Day at The Ropewalk 

The Ropewalk’s Coffee Shop is opening its doors for the romantics among you for 

a special St. Valentine’s Day evening. 

Costing just £45 a couple, with a glass of Prosecco on arrival, the three course 

includes both meat and vegetarian options as well as hand-made truffles and tea 

and coffee. 

Tables are available from 6pm to 8pm and booking is essential on 01652 660380. 
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Protecting against lead theft  

Steven Sleight, Diocesan Advisory Committee & Pastoral Secretary, offers some 

timely advice on how to protect our churches against lead theft...  

Unfortunately lead theft is again on the increase. This is devastating for 

congregations, who then have the task of raising funds in order to replace their 

roof covering. Lincolnshire Police has issued some advice on security:  

Be aware – Be on the alert for suspicious 

activity around the church and report it 

using 101. If you think a crime is in progress 

ring 999.  

Reduce the opportunity to go unnoticed – 

Although it’s not always practical to 

remove trees and shrubbery, raising the 

canopy of trees to at least 3m and reducing 

hedges to 1m can help to open up views 

into the area. Low wattage ‘Dusk till Dawn’ 

lighting placed around the building can also 

reduce the opportunity for criminals to 

hide in the shadows.  

Remove the means – Do not leave tools 

lying around that could assist criminals. Secure bins that could be climbed on or 

used to transport lead to a van, and ladders that could give access to the roof.  

Open-door policies – Many churches prefer to keep their doors open. Regular 

visitors help deter those who might be up to no good. If this is the case, remove 

valuable items to a safe place and, if possible, arrange a rota for regular check 

visits. Never visit alone and never try to detain anyone! Consider installing higher 

levels of security inside the church to prevent access beyond the main public 

areas.  

Anti-climb treatments – This can help to make life a little hard for thieves but 

should not be relied on to stop them. Anti-Climb treatments must not be applied 

lower than 2m from the ground and must be accompanied by warning signage.  
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Alarms – Try not to think of alarms as just attracting attention. A loud siren and 

clear lighting can make life difficult for a criminal. The noise can stop thieves 

communicating and even thinking straight! There are alarms specifically designed 

to protect roofs and there are many professional installers to do the work. 

Remember, alarms can be set up to operate in ‘zones’. This means that even a 

church with an open-door policy can still benefit from the protection an alarm 

affords to those areas not open to the public. If you are considering an alarm 

please consider a loud siren (or several). Small domestic siren boxes will simply 

not be loud enough.  

Alarm-activated lighting – In addition to a siren, strong lighting can also deter 

criminals. Strong lighting not only highlights areas under attack but also prevents 

criminals from seeing into the darkness beyond and spotting people approaching. 

Strobe lighting (which flashes quickly) is also much better at attracting attention 

and can make it much more difficult for a criminal to work. If strobe lighting is 

considered it is important to ensure that any alarm system it is linked to is capable 

of detecting an attack before a person has got into a dangerous position (for 

instance, onto the roof).  

Signage – Signs do work! If they are well maintained they show that a place is 

being looked after. They can also tell a criminal that it isn’t going to be an easy 

target.  

Help from the wider community – Is there a Neighbourhood Watch in the area? 

Encourage everyone to help and report anything they think is suspicious. Register 

for the Police message-sending system: Lincs Alert.  

First impressions – The church/churchyard should look as if it is used and loved. 

Otherwise it could indicate that security may be poor and surveillance negligible.  

Some of the works described here may require permission – please ask the DAC 

for help at the outset. 

Article courtesy of Crosslincs, Jan/Feb 2019. 
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Speak truth to power 

Patrick Tompkins attended a Church of England Youth Council (CEYC) event that 

offered a chance to explore ways in which Christians can speak truth to power... 

The weekend residential meeting focused on the topic of ‘speaking truth to 

power’ and included discussion on what this meant, listening to guest speakers 

and time spent worshipping, reflecting and praying with each other.  

As you would expect, the Youth Council is entirely run by 16–25-year-olds from all 

over England, and the aim is to represent, enrich and engage young people, who 

are also the attendees at the event. This particular weekend had a very powerful 

atmosphere, and offered an opportunity to further deepen individual journeys 

with God and create lasting bonds of friendship.  

You can find out more about CEYC at www.ceyc.org, on Facebook 

(www.facebook.com/CEYCnews) or on Twitter (@CEYCnews). Look out for the 

date for the next residential meeting in 2019 – it would be great to take some 

young people from our diocese next year. 

Contents 

A Note from an Altar Boy 3 

Church Flowers 6 

February Diary Dates 4 

From the Registers 6 

Nasty, brutish and Short-changed 2 

One Liners 9 

Protecting against lead theft 14 

Speak truth to power 16 

St Mary’s Ladies’ Group 8 

St Valentine’s Day at the Ropewalk 13 

Test Your Bible Knowledge 12 

The Church and Brexit 10 

The Mission to Seafarers – a BIG ‘Thankyou’ 7 

Theatre offer at Ropery Hall 13 
 


